At the end of the season of 1933-1934 the Museum's Expedition completed its work at Lisht and gave up its concession there. The rules under which foreign institutions are permitted to conduct excavation in Egypt allow the holding of two concessions by each institution. The Museum had long wished to obtain an Old Kingdom site, since that period is less well represented in its collections than the other important periods in the history of Egyptian art. Unfortunately all the Memphite sites were held by other institutions or formed part of a large reserve which the Egyptian Government was retaining for its own excavators. Consequently we were forced to look elsewhere for a site which might contain Old Kingdom material. The most attractive one available seemed to be the site of ancient Hierakonpolis, which, in addition to being one of the chief centers of culture during the predynastic period and the earliest dynasties, was of some importance during the Old Kingdom. A cemetery, which quite evidently had never been thoroughly cleared, contained two painted tombs attributed to the Sixth Dynasty, and it was hoped that the Expedition might find objects there which would be valuable to our collections.
made the most interesting find of the whole six weeks' campaign. A thick slab of limestone, lying face down beside one of the walls, turned out to be a stela with a long inscription. The pictures of the owner and his wife are extremely provincial in character, and the inscription is written in crude hieroglyphs ( fig. 3) . It is not, however, its artistic quality which makes this an interesting object but rather the content of the text. The name of the owner, Har-em-kharu-ef, "Horus in his glorious appearances," is identical with that of the smaller of the two decorated tombs. That was natural enough, yet it gave us rather a shock, for we had picked out this particular spot on account of its supposed Old Kingdom date and it did not take much study to show that the stela was of the Middle Kingdom. But an even greater surprise was in store for us when it became possible to examine the stela at leisure. The inscription starts off, in a manner common enough to such monuments, with statements about the worthiness of the owner. He tells us that he had fed the hungry and clothed the poor. Then he goes on: "Horus, avenger-of-his-father, charged me with a mission to the court in order to bring (the images of) Horus of Nekhen and (of) his mother Isis, the justified. He commissioned me captain of a vessel and its crew because he considered me a competent official of his temple, alert in the performance of his ritual. So I fared downstream in the fine boat, and I brought forth (the images of) Horus of Nekhen and of his mother, this goddess, in the beautiful palace of Ith-towe in the presence of the king himself."
Here was indeed an astonishing coincidence. Not only did the stela we had found belong to the Middle Kingdom, but its owner was a man who had had a definite connection with our old site at Lisht, the ancient Ith-towe. H ar-em-kharu-ef was chief
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The In the hope that the Middle Kingdom tombs were concealing earlier ones in the "Old Kingdom Hill," we continued our clearing there. Nothing was found, however, except tombs and a few objects characteristic of the Middle Kingdom and the period immediately following. Traces of Late Dynastic occupation were also present. In the meantime exploratory digging was being done on various other parts of the site.
The desert at Hierakonpolis is dominated by a fort of mud brick which, it has been assumed, dates from the Second Dynasty and which is one of the oldest mud-brick buildings still standing in Egypt (fig. 4) rate designs have been introduced. Change will undoubtedly take place and degradation occur, but a given element of decoration may endure almost indefinitely, especially in a place so little subject to change as Egypt. Another item present in every grave, except the very poorest, was the slate palette ( fig. 9) . It is striking that even in so early a plied around the eyes. Whether there is a medicinal value in these minerals or not, the origin of their use was undoubtedly to enhance the beauty of the eyes; and so we must conclude that vanity played its part then as now, but then with men as well as with women in so far as make-up is concerned.
The form of these palettes is interesting. palettes chanced to resemble a fish in outline. Possibly the suspension hole suggested the eye, and the owner may have modified the outline to make the resemblance more striking. Thus the connection between palette and fish was probably born, and, once born, the use spread until it became one of the standard ways to shape palettes. The palettes also furnish us with an illustration of a common Egyptian way of thinking. Figure 7 shows three palettes of very much the same shape and size. The first is of slate-serviceable though undistinguished as to outline. The second is of sandstone, which could be used in the absence of slate. But the third is just a flat pancake of mud and could not possibly have been used to grind eye paint. Here we have an extremely early example of that habit of substitution by means of which in the furnishings of a tomb a useless object is made to take the place of a genuine article. This habit plays a tremendous part in the history of Egyptian funerary customs. In origin at least, it was responsible not only for the placing of models in tombs but also for the representation on their walls of the many scenes which enable us to become so much better acquainted with the daily life of the Egyptians than with that of other peoples of antiquity.
A few strings of beads and many bracelets were also found in these graves-the beads of stone, some glazed, and the bracelets of shell, copper, and tortoise shell ( fig.  10 ). Stone vessels are among the choicest products of the predynastic civilization, but we were not very fortunate in discovering them. A few small ones we did find and some interesting pottery vessels of polished black ware which imitate the favorite basalt of the stoneworker (fig. 8) . A beautiful alabaster bowl, with one side projecting to form a kind of spout, came from an isolated grave in a part of the cemetery lying far to the north of the fort.
The fort dominates the cemetery which we were excavating; indeed the graves extend below the heavy walls of this building. It had been erected without even a trench for its foundations, and in modern times the diggers after antiquities and fertilizer have undermined it to a great extent.4 The fort has long been supposed to date from the Second Dynasty, and we were fortunate enough to find evidence which tends to support this theory. As the clearing of the cemetery approached the entrance to the fort (see cover), numerous fragments of red granite began to turn up. They were inscribed with figures and hieroglyphs charac- 4 The day before we arrived in camp a corner of the fort collapsed, possibly as a result of a slight earthquake. The footings of the walls will have to be strengthened if this old monument is to be preserved from complete destruction.
42
teristic of the early dynastic period, and two pieces among them bore the name of Kharsekhemui ( fig. II) crumbly and had to be solidified at once with celluloid solution. That these fragments constituted a doorjamb or stela that was once part of the fort seems certain, since no large tomb or other building exists in the neighborhood. The find came so late in the season that it is not yet possible to say whether the fragments can be fitted together and whether anything of historical interest other than their date and their connection with the fort is to be derived from the scenes or inscriptions.
Perhaps the soldiers in the fort had been cutting their feet on the razor-sharp edges of the chips and had been ordered to clear the floor of the enclosure. Some of the chips showed the original patinated surface of the nodule, and from the color it was quite evident that many had come from a single nodule ( fig. 12 ). Near these flints were two bowls of a type rather earlier than the cemetery itself, which is predynastic; so it is possible that the flints date from an armed camp much earlier than the fort. While we regretted this "plundering," it saved us a great deal of time and energy, since it showed more definitely than the usual surface indications on the bare desert whether anything remained underground in any given spot. The salt diggers had even gone up the rocky hill slopes in the high desert, kilometers to the west of the cultivation edge. Potsherds here and there led us for the noonday hour by the potters whose kiln we found in the valley below. Another such cleft had been used as a shelter by priests of Horus of Nekhen during the New Kingdom, to judge by the graffiti which they scratched on the cliff face ( fig. 13 ). This cleft lay behind a hill in which are situated tombs of that period.
In all, the six weeks spent at Hierakonpolis proved well worth while, both in antiquities discovered and, for the writer at least, in experience gained. There is no doubt that the site will some day have to be dug thoroughly from one end to the other, but
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on to waste time in unproductive places, but some items of interest were recovered. A horizontal fissure under an overhanging ledge high above the wadi bed gave us hopes that it sheltered a tomb. Interesting pottery of a very early period was indeed found there but nothing else, and we came to the conclusion that it had been used as a shady spot it is not certain whether the present is the time or whether it would be better that the work should wait until other more productive sites have been exhausted. In the meantime, as is the case with all isolated antique sites, plundering and sebakh digging go on in spite of all the guarding that can be done. AMBROSE LANSING.
